New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 61

Number 4

Article 6

10-1-1986

Sixty Years of the New Mexico Historical Review
Nancy M. Brown

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
Brown, Nancy M.. "Sixty Years of the New Mexico Historical Review." New Mexico Historical Review 61, 4
(1986). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol61/iss4/6

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact disc@unm.edu.

Sixty Years of the
New Mexico Historical Review
NANCY M. BROWN

This year marks the sixtieth anniversary of publication for the New Mexico
Historical Review under its seventh editor. The journal has been influenced and molded by the personalities of each of these editors as well
as by the changing times. It seems fitting, on this anniversary as the
review goes through another round of changes, to look back over the
last sixty years.
Lansing B. Bloom, with the assistance of Ralph E. Twitchell, former
editor of the Old Santa Fe magazine, Edgar L. Hewett of the School of
American Research (SAR), and the Historical Society of New Mexico,
founded the Review, and set its initial tone. Bloom, the son of a businessman, was born in Auburn, New York, in 1880. He received his A.B.
from Williams College and graduated from Auburn Theological Seminary
in 1907. Bloom first came to the Southwest for his health, married into
the McFie family of Santa Fe, and served as minister of Presbyterian
congregations at Saltillo, Mexico, Mesilla Park, Magdalena, and Jemez
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Pueblo, New Mexico. Meanwhile he had been awarded a master's degree in history from Williams College. His devotion to the ministry was
equalled by his interest in history.
Bloom and his wife, Maude McFie, were introduced to New Mexico's
historical world by her father, Judge John R. McFie of the territorial
Supreme Court, who was a leading member of the Historical Society of
New Mexico, President of the Board of Regents of the Museum of New
Mexico, and a founder of the School of American Research in Santa Fe.
Publication of Bloom's expanded master's thesis on New Mexico under
the Mexican regime in the Old Santa Fe magazine (1912-1916), official
publication of the Historical Society of New Mexico, brought him wide
recognition as a New Mexican scholar. He received a staff appointment
at the SAR in 1917, an assistant director's post at the Museum of New
Mexico in 1920, historical society membership in 1920, and society
fellowship status in 1924. The Old Santa Fe ceased publication in 1916
when World War I shortages put printing costs beyond the means of the
society. Like many others Bloom longed for the re-establishment of a
quarterly to publish the important research being done in these years.
By 1925 the long awaited dream of closer ties between the SAR, the
museum, and the historical society became a reality, and the society's
constitution was amended to allow pUblication of a historical journal.
Because Bloom belonged to all these institutions he personified the
movement toward cooperation and was the best choice for editor of the
newly established journal in 1926.
As heir to the Old Santa Fe, the New Mexico Historical Review first
appeared in January 1926 with Bloom as editor and Paul A. F. Walter,
president of the historical society, as co-editor. Like its predecessor, the
first issues of the Review published the growing body of research on
the Southwest appearing in this era, featured the by-laws and constitution of the historical society, biographical sketches on authors, necrologies of leading New Mexicans, book reviews, history notices,
commentaries on other publications, and exchanges and excerpts from
other journals. Back cover advertisements by local companies such as
the Santa Fe Railroad, Santa Fe Builders Supply Company, or Glorieta's
Valley Ranch Resort appeared until 1929, then were replaced by lists
of various society publications that were for sale. The new quarterly was
housed and printed at the EI Palacio Press of the Museum of New Mexico,
which acquired a new linotype machine in April 1926. A $3.00 membership in the historical society included a subscription to the journal
while single issues cost $1.00 eacb. Society membership rolls nearly
doubled when the Review began publication.
In September 1929 Bloom was appointed to the history faculty at
the University of New Mexico as part of a cooperative program between
the School of American Research in Santa Fe and the university. Starting
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as an associate professor, he moved to Albuquerque to teach and to
edit and print the journal on a quarter-time basis. He remained an associate scholar of the SAR and corresponding secretary-treasurer of the
Historical Society of New Mexico. Thus began the first stage of cooperation between the University of New Mexico and the historical society
that would eventually result in the university taking over full ownership
and financial responsibility of the Review.
Under the joint arrangement worked out by President James F.
Zimmerman of the university and Edgar L. Hewett of the SAR, Bloom
would assemble articles, prepare copy, read proof, index, and print the
issue. His co-editor, Paul Walter, wrote many contributions, news notes
and necrologies, and represented the historical society, which was responsible for all printing costs, subscription lists, mailings, and bookkeeping. These expenses were borne by the museum, which provided
funds for society activities in these early decades. An equitable exchange list was allowed the university library. Decisions were dependent
upon the approval of each institution. Inquiries about historical questions
often came to the Review editor, a practice that continues today in the
absence of a public office for the historical society. The society retained
title and ownership of the Review, and received all income resulting from
membership dues and issue sales. As with the Old Santa Fe magazine,
a board of associate editors was maintained with at least one member
representing the university. The board format and museum-society connection remained unchanged for twenty years. This agreement was reconfirmed in 1945, when Frank D. Reeve continued as editor after Bloom's
death in early 1946.
The covers of the Review had a picture of the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe, and were brown from 1926 to 1931, carrying the name
and address of the historical society. The color of the cover varied in
these years, being light brown from 1932 to 1935, and then switching
to the light blue that was most familiar to readers until extensive design
changes were made by Eleanor B. Adams in 1965. The publisher logos'
of the Review reflected the changing influence and support that related
sponsors of the journal provided. For example, in 1929 the cover heading
bore the name of the Histor.ical Society of New Mexico and the department of history of the SAR, and in 1930 the society and the University
of New Mexico, but by 1944 no affiliation appeared on the front cover.
After 1931 the issues carried the University of New Mexico Press as
printer. At that time, the Museum of New Mexico was paying the press
printing bill for the historical society.
Bloom printed the backlog of material that had developed after the
demise of the Old Santa Fe and solicited pieces from leading scholars
and their graduate students. The journal branched out beyond the historical society membership to become a recognized regional magazine.
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Frank D. Reeve, editor 1946-1964.

The Review became a source of archival evidence, carried re-interpretations of ideas as new data became available, and printed critiques of
its articles by other scholars. The journal's primary interests included
the Spanish colonial viceroyalty, Spanish exploration and colonization
efforts north of Mexico City, northern Mexican provinces to 1848, territorial and statehood eras of New Mexico, and all peripheral material
deemed relevant to an understanding of these periods. Under Bloom
the Review carved out a specialized niche for itself, carrying the stamp
of its first editor. In twenty years as editor Bloom authored more than
twenty-five articles and innumerable book reviews and necrologies and
edited documents, notes, and commentaries, many based on his extensive research in the archives of Spain and Mexico. He indexed the
journal on a yearly basis and painstakingly saw to the first fifteen-year
cumulative index that was published in 1941.
Besides editing, Bloom also taught a heavy load of history courses
on Spain, Latin America, Mexico, the U.S. Southwest, New Mexico, and
Western Europe-all for a nine month salary of $2,800. He was a demanding teacher and an untiring researcher and writer. An eventual
promotion to research associate made him more comfortable, for he
could devote more time to writing and the Review. He mined the archives
of the world for New Mexico sources and brought back over 50,000
microfilmed pages that are now in the Special Collections of the Coronado Room of the university library. Bloom retired from the university in
June 1945 at the age of 65, but remained half-time editor of the journal
until his death in February 1946.
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Frank Driver Reeve carried on Bloom's fine tradition and shares with
him the credit for making the Review one of the best journals in its field.
Through his determination and the quick action of the University of New
Mexico the journal sUNived into its fourth decade. Suffering from asthma,
Reeve came to New Mexico for his health. Born in Ogden, Utah, in 1899,
he finished high school in Alameda, California in 1921. Graduating with
a B.A. from the University of New Mexico in 1925, Reeve completed his
M.A., then joined the faculty of the Departments of History and Political
Science. He pursued post-graduate studies at Stanford and the University of Colorado, receiving his doctorate from the University of Texas
in 1937. Reeve taught a wide variety of classes, served ably on many
faculty graduate and senate committees, and published widely on New
Mexico history topics. He presented papers and participated in many
meetings and conferences, and was a consultant to the Navajo and
Mescalero Apache tribes. He loved telling humorous stories and anecdotes in class, stood up stubbornly for his principles at faculty meetings,
and shared his views of life and history with many a newcomer to the
Southwest. Reeve's writings on the history of the university, the history
of New Mexico, the Arizona sheep industry, the Navajo Indians, and
federal Indian policy are still required reading for scholars. He became
editor of the Review in March 1946, upon the death of Bloom.
As a student and then full professor in the history department, Reeve
was familiar with the Review and began contributing articles as early as
1928. He was no stranger to' New Mexico history or historical circles
when he became editor. He was an honorary fellow of the SAR and a
member of the Historical Society of New Mexico. Under Reeve's editorship, the journal attracted submissions from professional and lay historians alike, more than half of whom were academics from outside New
Mexico. Reeve welcomed a variety of unsolicited manuscripts, memoirs,
tributes, historical notes, letters to the editor, and book reviews. Although
necrologies were discontinued in 1948 and the society by-laws and
constitution in 1949, the news notes and documentary sections of the
journal were retained. The journal also gained a substantial reading
audience.
Soon after Reeve was appointed editor, Paul A. F. Walter, who continued nominally as co-editor, told him that increased printing costs
required restricting the number of pages in each issue. Reeve managed
to keep the pages to no fewer than eighty, making adjustments as
needed. The journal has continued to print about eighty to ninety pages
per issue. The board of associates continued advising the editor and
the close link with the historical society was maintained, though the
editing and printing were done at the university. Shortly after 1946, the
university press and printing plant were separated. Editors of the university journals who had been on the press publications committee now
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edited their magazines practically autonomously. The blue covers and
Bloom format of the journal remained unchanged, except that a few
photos were used and the pages were more compact. Paul A. F. Walter,
operating out of the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe, maintained
ties between the Review and the Historical Society of New Mexico. Reeve
continued to print notices and summaries of historical society activities
and society members continued to get the journal with their $3.00 membership fee.
Reeve saw the New Mexico Historical Review through some of its
darkest days. When the inflated cost of post-World War II paper and
printing threatened to reduce the regular journal format, Reeve suggested that the historical society approach the University of New Mexico
about a subsidy. The university agreed to help and the ties between the
Review and its host institution grew closer. The university and museum
funds for the Review were virtually state subsidies for a journal that the
society, a private organization, owned. After a 1959 court ruling that
private entities could no longer receive state appropriations funneled
through state agencies, the Museum of New Mexico had to eliminate
monetary support for the historical society. With the severance of this
funding the museum could no longer contribute toward the printing costs
of the Review.
It took a few years before the full meaning of the 1959 ruling took
effect. The museum, meanwhile, faced new financial pressures. In 1963
the New Mexico State Legislature cut back on many programs, including
that of the Museum of New Mexico. The severe shortages in the museum
budget did not allow it to give money to the society for the Review.
Although the society had owned the Review in name since the 1945
society-university agreement, the museum had paid the journal's way.
In 1963 the university gave Reeve a $5,000 salary while the museum
covered a $4,500 printing plant bill, a $600 honorarium for the editor,
and $350 for postage, mailing, bookkeeping, and back issue orders. In
1963 the Review had about 465 subscribers that brought in $2,325 in
revenue but this was not enough to support publication. Reeve proposed
that the society ask the university to take over full ownership and responsibility for the journal. After much consideration, the university decided to assume the printing and business costs of the journal.
This support, however, was tenuous at best. The university administration was reluctant to drop support of the journal until Reeve retired.
At the same time efforts were made to lure the journal of the Western
History Association to the university, but when this failed, the administration, at President Tom Popejoy's urging, decided to continue sponsoring the Review.
The final transfer of the Review to the university came in 1963. The
editorial work was now done solely by Reeve. A group of associates
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appeared on the masthead until July 1963, when a board of editors was
selected from among the history professors of the university, with no
historical society members included. The board was required to report
directly to the university president. For years thereafter, budget constraints limited the ability of the university to assure continuation of the
journal. The University of New Mexico Press handled the business end
of the magazine until 1972 when records were transferred to the journal.
Frank Reeve retired from the university and the Review in July 1964 but
continued to write and contribute to the journal until his death in December 1967.
Reeve was succeeded as editor by Eleanor B. Adams, who had
been a contributor to the Review since 1941. Born and raised in Cambridge, Massachusetts, she graduated from Radcliffe College in 1931
and continued her studies at the Centro de Estudios Historicos, Madrid,
and the University of Madrid. In 1934 she joined the staff of the Division
of Historical R~search, Carnegie Institution of Washington, D.C., as investigator and historian. As a member of the Post-Columbian history
section, she worked first in offices donated by the Peabody Museum,
Harvard University, and then at the newly established headquarters of
the Carnegie Historical Research Division in Cambridge. In 1938-1939
Carnegie sent Adams to Mexico to. work on publication and research
projects. She was involved in the Maya studies program under Alfred
V. Kidder. Adams also made her acquaintance with colonial New Spain
and the Spanish Southwest during these years as a result of her collaboration with the distinguished historian France V. Scholes, who was
also working on Carnegie assignments. Late in 1939 Adams and Scholes
moved to the Washington headquarters of the Carnegie Institute, and
from there to the University of New Mexico in 1941. With the coming of
World War II, Carnegie's Washington offices were given over to government projects, and the University of New Mexico graciously provided
space for Adams and Scholes to continue their research. Adams remained on the Carnegie staff and spent much time in Mexico researching
and publishing. In 1948 she returned to Cambridge, but resigned from
the Carnegie Institute in 1949 to accept a position at the Bancroft Library,
University of California, Berkeley, in 1950. In 1951 she received an appointment as research associate in history at the University of New
Mexico and joined the editorial board of the Review in April 1954. She
began editing the Review in July 1964.
Adams brought to the journal and the university a wealth of knowledge of subject matter and sources, experience in archival research,
historical editing, criticism, and paleaography, as well as solid contacts
in history and related fields. The articles in the Review from 1964 to 1975
reflect her broad inter-disciplinary interests, understanding of regional
history and Spanish, careful editing,! and high standards of scholarship
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Manuel P. Servin, editor 1975-1976.

and writing. Adams attended many regional and national historical conferences and focused attention on the quality of the Review. Professionals as well as lay historians contributed to its pages. She helped
many authors revise manuscripts for publication and encouraged students in their pursuit of Southwestern studies. She expected a lot of
others but also gave much of herself, teaching and helping others with
writing, paleaography, and research. While editing the journal she continued to research and publish widely on colonial New Spain and New
Mexico, becoming an inspiration and model for others at the university.
In January 1965 the journal got a new look. Roland F. Dickey, director of the University of New Mexico Press, tastefully re-designed the
Review with an avocado-green cover, front cover titles, biographical
sketches on contributors, a full complement of book reviews, more open
space, and assorted historical illustrations. The historical society news
section and notes about other publications and scholars continued.
During Adams' years as editor it became the custom to pay small honoraria to authors and to offer an annual best article award from funds
squeezed out of a limited budget. In 1975 the Review was given the
Spur Award by the Western Writers of America for publishing Donald
Worcester's essay on Apaches in Southwestern history. Special borderlands history and land and water issues were published during these
years. Katherine McMahon, former head of the Southwest Collection at
the Albuquerque Public Library, compiled the third comprehensive index, which was published in 1970. Adams retired as editor and research
professor-at-Iarge in July 1975.
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Manuel P. SeNin was editor of the Review and professor of history
from October 1975 to the spring of 1976 when a severe stroke disrupted
his scholarly career. He had been selected after a national search for
a new editor. SeNin, a former professor of history in Arizona State University, Tempe, brought an emphasis in Mexican-American and Hispanic
Studies to the journal. He had previously taught at the University of
Southern California, where he was editor of the California Historical Society Quarterly from 1960 to 1970.
Born in EI Paso, Texas, SeNin received his A.B. at Loyola University,
Los Angeles, M.S.W. from Boston College, and M.A. and PhD. from the
University of Southern California. He researched and published on Spanish sovereignty, pre-World War II Mexican-Americans, the history of the
University of Southern California, and the awakening of the MexicanAmerican minority. SeNin taught a variety of Chicano and Southwest
history courses in addition to editing the journal. He served as half-time
professor and editor. Servin had developed a cadre of young scholars
at Arizona who have continued their work after his medical retirement.
They are a living tribute to his inspiration and dedication to Southwestern
history.
During his editorship the association with the historical society diminished even further. After October 1975 membership in the Historical
Society of New Mexico no longer included a copy of the journal. By then
a subscription cost $6.00, with a dollar being retained from members'
subscriptions by the society for its activities.
After being housed in several locations in Zimmerman Library, Fine
Arts, Yatoka and Bandelier halls, the journal moved to its present office
in Mesa Vista Hall in late 1975. Richard N. Ellis became the book review
editor at that time, a post he continued until joining the faculty of Ft.
Lewis College, Durango, Colorado, in January 1987. In 1976 a board of
consultants was added to the masthead, representing the broader
Southwestern interest of the journal. Servin had planned to improve the
scholarship and value of the journal's articles and widen its readership
base before his tragic stroke cut short his tenure as editor. Servin was
a scholar, teacher, editor, and friend of all cultures whose loss was greatly
felt in the scholarly world.
After SeNln's 1976 retirement, Donald C. Cutter became the acting
but unpaid editor of the Review, continuing in that capacity until a permanent editor was appointed in October 1979. He also maintained his
full teaching duties. He had served on the Review editorial board from
July 1963 to April 1964, was board chairman from July 1964 to April
1970, when a new board was formed, and served as chair again from
October 1975 to July 1982. This was a particularly difficult time 'for the
Review because SeNin's status as editor was unclear for some time
after his stroke, while university budget cutters took the opportunity of
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Richard W. Etulain, editor 1979-1985.

his disability as an excuse to drop support for the journal. Cutter was
instrumental in warding off such attacks and keeping the journal in operation.
Cutter had many years of professional training before becoming
Acting Editor of the Review. Born in Chico, California, Cutter received
his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley. He
taught Western American history at San Diego State College and the
University of Southern California before coming to the University of New
Mexico in 1962. He studied and taught in Spain and Mexico, was a
historical consultant to the California and Jicarilla Apache Indians, and
made wide-ranging professional contacts. He researched and published on California and Oregon coastal history, the Malaspina Expedition and the Spanish on the Northwest Coast, and the Santa Fe Trail.
Comfortable with the public and gifted with a humorous and affable
personality, Cutter initiated a successful promotion and public outreach
program for the journal.
During these years the Review staff displayed materials at many
historical conferences and public events, sponsored the Calvin Horn
High School Essay Contest, widely recruited new subscribers, and promoted sales of back issues. Another innovation included giving the
Review a more significant relationship to the graduate academic program of the history department by using it as a training tool and resource
for the historical editing class that Cutter taught. During his editorship
an appropriation for a reprint program was obtained from the New Mexico State Legislature, in large part due to the efforts of Alice King and
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Max Roybal. Cutter left the university in 1982 to accept the O'Connor
Chair of History at S1. Mary's University, San Antonio, Texas.
Richard W Etulain, selected editor after an intensive national search,
assumed his post at the New Mexico Historical Review in October 1979.
Born in Wapato, Washington, he is a specialist in American Western and
cultural history. He was the first editor who had not lived in or extensively
studied the Southwest, or previously been associat~d with the University
of New Mexico. Etulain received his A.B. in both history and English
from Northwest Nazarene College, and his MA and Ph.D. from the
University of Oregon. He taught at the University of Oregon, Northwest
Nazarene College, and Idaho State University. Etulain has received the
Louis Knott Koontz Literary Award and the Western History Association
Award. He has published on Owen Wister, Western film and literature,
the Basques, Jack London, and Wallace Stegner, as well as Western
American cultural and political history, historiography, and bibliography.
Etulain influenced a host of leading scholars to submit essays and
review books for the journal. As demanding of others as he is of himself,
he strove to upgrade the quality and editing of material while widening
the subjects and reading audience of the Review. The outreach programs emphasized by his predecessor were expanded even further.
Due to high printing costs and demands from the university that the
journal pay more of its own support, subscriptions climbed steadily from
$6.00 to $14.00 in 1985 for individuals and $16 for institutions, while
back issues increased from $1.25 to $5.00 each. In 1963 the Historical
Society of New Mexico was reconstituted and by 1985 memberships
starting at $15.00 were helping support a vigorous program of society
publications, conferences, and activities. The society and journal often
cooperated on related events. During Etulain's editorship circulation and
Review revenue increased appreciably to 1300 subscribers, about onethird of whom were society members. The Review assumed a tight and
compact look, with more emphasis on content than space. An attractive
buff and turquoise cover was adopted in 1983, and more photos were
used. The book review section was expanded, more book and news
notes were added, and the journal began carrying informative review
essays of important Southwestern books. Special issues on women's
history, the Spanish and Mexican eras, Albuquerque, land grants, and
Indians appeared during these years, some with selected bibliographies. With funds from the Gilberto Espinosa family, Etulain set up the
Review's annual Espinosa Award in 1984. Espinosa, who had been a
consultant for the Review, was a prominent lawyer, researcher, translater,
and author. His award honors the author of the best written and researched article appearing in the journal each year. With the completion
of the October 1985 issue, Etulain turned the reins of the Review over
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Some members of the Editorial Board, Christmas 1976; from left to right, Myra
Ellen Jenkins, State Historian; Loraine Lavender, Historical Society President;
Manuel P. Servin; Gilberto Espinosa, for whom the Espinosa Award is given
annually by the Review; Gerald D. Nash, professor of history, University of New
Mexico; Donald C. Cutter; and Richard N. Ellis, book review editor.

to the current editor, Paul Andrew Hutton. The outgoing editor then went
on sabbatical before returning to his duties as professor of history.
Over the last sixty years these six editors have created the New
Mexico Historical Review's reputation for scholarship and excellence.
Each in turn has contributed the time and talent required to produce a
state journal that continues to be one of the finest in the nation. The
University of New Mexico sponsors the Review as a service to the citizens
of the state, so that New Mexico's rich heritage might be preserved.

